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President’s Column

Roy Clark, President

W

hat a year! After our first
Board of Directors meeting, I knew this would be a busy
year. Our goal was clear, “To
better serve our members.” The
unanswered question was how to
go about that!

The best way is through communication. The newsletter was
good, the VIP email was good,
the SEG web page was okay, but
all were one-way tools. They
told the membership what was
going on and when. Other than
phoning the GSH office, there
was no membership feedback
avenue: Thus the birth of our
new web site.
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President’s Column continued on page 8.

We were aware that our friends
in geology (HGS) were looking
at starting up a web site. We had
an opportunity to join in and
share start up costs and participate in the design. After much
gut wrenching, the board voted
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Membership
Report
Active
Bennett, Less
Chlumsky, Frank J.
Deri, Charles P.
Dilday, T. F.
Fenwick, Alastair
Furniss, Andy
Holcombe, H. Truman
Hyde, James
Kieniewictz, Paul
Lewis, Kristen
McKinley, William Rex
McNeill, Kindel P.
Scofield, Bruce E.
Scott, Larry M.
Shurtleff, Robert N.
Simon, Heather M.
Van Dyke, Staffan
Walker, P. David
Williams, Richard Elliot

Associate
Addessi, Dale
Bishop, Tim
Blondeau, April M.
De Hass, Johan c.
Opich, John M.
Sabih, Morteza
Segobia, Joe
Winkle, Jason

1120
368
20
60
30
33
15
1646

Membership As of
June 4, 2004
Active
Associate
Comp
Emeritis
Honorary
Life
Student
Total
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The GSH Spring Symposium
JRS
artin Shields did a magnificent job in
organizing and Dan Ebrom did an
equally fine job in pulling together some
world-class presentations at the recent Spring
Symposium, ‘Interpreting and Integrating
Sonic, VSP, and Seismic Data.’
With attendance in excess of 160, it was also a great way to see everyone who is anyone in this particular arena of geophysics. The meals
alone were worth the cost of admission with a full continental breakfast
and a serious buffet for lunch. Each participant also received a CD with
most of the technical presentations compliments of Veritas.
Kerr-McGee, Anadarko, Unocal,
and ExxonMobil underwrote expenses for the Symposium and the
organizers were delighted to have
their support.

We learned about the ‘Arms Race’ between Schlumberger and READ to
get the maximum number of sensors into a borehole and thus cut acquisition costs of 3D VSPs.
For a complete summary of what you missed, you
can look on the website at gshtx.org.
Brian Hornsby kicked things off as the keynote
speaker with the recounting of BPs experience with
3D VSPs. Joel Walls spoke at lunch and clarified the
‘Rock Physics Bottleneck’ in relating seismic attributes to reservoir properties.
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One piece of technology seemed to elude the Wyndham Hotel and that
was keeping the room temperature within bounds - participants found
that if you didn’t like the temperature, just wait 10 minutes.
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Editor’s Note

Auxiliary

The Geophysical Auxiliary of Houston
Prepares for a New Year and
We Want Your Wives to Join Us!

GSH Members - Please take this Article Home!

he Geophysical Auxiliary of Houston invites the wife of any present
or past member of the GSH or SEG, the widows of former members of the GSH and SEG, and women members of these organizations
to join us and become a member for 2004-2005. Our Membership
Chairperson, Kathi Hilterman, wants to hear from you! We are busy
planning many wonderful events for your enjoyment and yearly dues
are only $15.00. The deadline for membership is July 1, so call now
and don’t miss out! Call Kathi at 713-467-2599 or GSH Liaison,
Luann Cefola at 281-759-7338 for a membership application and
information on how to join.

Geophysical Society of Houston

3

Here is just a sampling of the entertaining, enlightening, and enjoyable
things that we might expect for 2004-2005. Delicious luncheons in
lovely locations, knowledgeable speakers, a chance to learn something
new, fantastic newsletters, gift shopping, another wonderful yearbook,
a fashion show, a chance to brush up on our summer reading, and most
importantly the opportunity to share time with friends and the many
opportunities to make new friends. Don’t be left out! Please include the
Geophysical Auxiliary of Houston in your plans and contact us today for
membership information.

At our May meeting we also began, what we hope will become a tradition, “The GAH Cares”. Members and guests attending this event were
invited to bring along personal products, baby supplies, and journals or
notebooks, which were donated to the Houston Area Women’s Center.
We had a wonderful response to this special request and hope to make
this an annual event.

Our final meeting of the year, the Annual Business Meeting, was held on
Wednesday, May 19 at the Briar Club. We enjoyed a wonderful luncheon and celebrated the installation of our Executive Board and Directors for 2004-2005. Congratulations to these new board members:
Nan Pye - President, Lynn Schoenberger - 1st VP, Kathi Hilterman 2nd VP, Mary Elizabeth Sims - Secretary, Pat Abercrombie - Treasurer,
Louise Andrews - Historian, Joyce Gore - Newsletter Editor, Phyllis
Winborn - Director, Emilie Fulton - Director, and Georgeann Massell Director. Our thanks go to Chairperson, Mae Dennison and her committee for a lovely event.

T

To insure your information
reaches the GSH society members in a timely manner it must
appear in the appropriate newsletter issue. Please note the following deadlines and plan your
function’s publicity strategy accordingly. Items must be received
on or before the corresponding
deadline date. Materials can
be sent to John Sumner at
sumnergeo@earthlink.net with
a copy sent to Fernanda Araujo at
fernanda.v.araujo@exxonmobil.com.
If you have any questions please
call John Sumner at 713/666-7655
or Fernanda Araujo at 713/431-6126.

2004 GSH Newsletter
Deadlines

Issue ................. September 2004
Deadline............ August 10, 2004

Issue ..................... October 2004
Deadline........ September 8, 2004

Announcements
Saltwater Fishing
Tournament
June 26, 2004
Sporting Clays
August 21, 2004
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by John Sumner

by Bill Bryson, Random House, 2003

A Short History of Nearly Everything

A Book Report

T
he intriguing title is a bit misleading and I might have opted for A Collection of Scientific
Thoughts and Facts for the Non-scientist. But then, who would have bought such a book?
I read an earlier book by Mr. Bryson (A Walk in the Woods) that started well but ended in a
desultory way so my expectations were muted for his latest book. He writes well and the pages
pass quickly enough although there are a lot of them (478 p.). In this one book, he compiles
present knowledge on geology, astronomy, physics, chemistry, and biology along with biographical sketches of the people, both living and dead, who contributed to that knowledge.
He takes on a good-sized project; one that he says took him three years to complete.

He effectively uses size and time context to help explain geologic time (condense the history of the Earth into a single day)
and the inner workings of cells (imagine a cell as big as a room). You can see this sort of thing depicted in the outdoor plaza
of the Houston Museum of Natural Science for the distribution of planets relative to the sun.
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Book Review continued on page 7.

The early efforts to determine the size, mass, and age of the earth are clearly summarized. One of the themes in the book
is the historic difficulty faced in determining the age of the earth, ranging from the biblical (Archbishop Ussher, October 23,
4004 B.C.) to the cooling arguments of Lord Kelvin (ranging from 24 million to 400 million years old) to the salt content
in the oceans (89 million) to the amount of time necessary to fill a sedimentary basin and, finally, to observations based on
radioactive decay (Clair Patterson in 1953, 4,550 million years).

Geophysical Society of Houston
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The SIPES Houston Chapter
Continuing Education Committee

presents:

First Announcement and Call for Papers
For the One Day Seminar

“New Reserves from Mature Trends in the Onshore Gulf Coast”

Friday, September 30, 2004

Petroleum Club of Houston

800 Bell St., 43rd floor of the Exxon Tower, Houston, Texas
Registration and coffee 7:30 - 8:00 a.m.
Seminar 8:30 a.m - 4:30 p.m. including Luncheon.

Seminar Moderator: Dr. Thomas Ewing

his one-day seminar will present eight to ten speakers in a panel format. Topics address the latest field development case
histories, new technologies, advances in Gulf of Mexico basin evolution research, and geoscience integration workflows that
have proven successful in finding new reserves in mature trends of the Onshore Gulf Coast.

Focus areas include major trends from the Rio Grande to the Ozarks, including

* SouthWest Texas Jurassic, Cretaceous and early Tertiary section
* South Texas Tight Gas: Wilcox Lobo and Vicksburg, possibly Expanded Frio
* East Texas/North Louisiana Clastics and Carbonates
* South Louisiana Miocene Deep Gas Sands

$125 for SIPES Members, $145 for Nonmembers
$145 for SIPES Members, $165 for Nonmembers
$165 for SIPES Members, $185 for Nonmembers
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Authors with recent papers available for the following trends or plays are particularly encouraged to reply: Cook Mountain, Yegua/
Hackberry, Queen City, Travis Peak, and Woodbine. Whole core displays from various Tight Gas plays are also in planning, to be
viewable during breaks the luncheon and morning & afternoon breaks.

Registration before July 4
Registration July 5 until Sept 15
Registration after Sept 15, if available

For more information, contact 2004 Continuing Education Chair Scott Sechrist at acoustic@airmail.net

REGISTRATION FORM

Company: _____________________________________

SIPES Houston Chapter 2004 Continuing Education Seminar

Name: __________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: ______________________________________ Phone: ______________________________________________

Geophysical Society of Houston

Look for updates at SIPES Houston online at (link) and Register online. Payment must be sent by mail. Make checks
payable to SIPES Houston Chapter. Return this form with your check (one per registrant) to:
SIPES Houston Office, Attn: Cont Ed Seminaar
C/O: Mrs. B.K. Starbuck - Buongiorno
1001 McKinney, Suite 801, Houston, Texas 77002
Jun/Jul/Aug 2004
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19th Annual GSH
Sporting Clays
Tournament

Saturday, August 21, 2004
American Shooting Centers
16500 Westheimer Parkway

his year’s Sporting Clays Tournament will be held on Saturday, August 21st, at the American Shooting
Centers. The tournament is a morning event and family participation is encouraged. Non-GSH members
are welcome.

The tournament is a 50-bird event, designed to simulate actual field conditions. Shells are provided, however
you must bring eye and ear protection. Prizes will be awarded for shooting prowess in various levels of
expertise. Deadline for entries is 13th August; later entries will cost $80 per shooter.

BBQ lunch and refreshments will be provided at lunchtime. Door prizes (made possible tax deductible sponsorship) will be awarded after the conclusion of shooting. We plan to shoot the whole event in one flight at
9:30am, lunch at 11:30am and prizes drawn by 1:00pm. Check in from 8:00am, safety at 9:15am.

Please ask your company to help sponsor this annual event. It is through the sponsor donations that we are
able to have such good door prizes each year. Feel free to call me if you have questions, or pass my name on
other interested persons.
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For more information, contact: Alan Foley at (713) 526-6680 or alanfoley@svitzersurveys.com.

Company: _____________________________________

GSH SPORTING CLAYS REGISTRATION FORM

Name: __________________________________________________

Phone: ________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Email: ___________________________________________________

20 gauge

Phone: ________________________________________

12 gauge

Email: ___________________________________________________

Indicate ammunition required: (circle one)

Please return form(s) with check for $60.00 per shooter, payable to: Geophysical Society of Houston
Mail to: Joan Henshaw, GSH Office, 10575 Katy Freeway, Ste. 290, Houston, TX 77024

Registration Fee: $ ________ + Sponsor Contribution: $ _______ = Total: $_________

If you wish to shoot with a specific squad (5 shooters max.), please submit all forms together.

Geophysical Society of Houston

_______________________________ Date: ____________________________

DISCLAIMER:
I acknowledge that neither the Geophysical Society of Houston nor the American Shooting Centers will be held responsible for
injury or accidents during this event. PRACTICE SAFETY!!
Signature:

Jun/Jul/Aug 2004
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Honors and Awards
he Honors and Awards ceremony was held at the Lakeside Country Club on May 6. It is at this function
that the 50-year and 25-year members of the Society of Exploration Geophysicists are recognized and
given certificates. There were nine 50-year honorees and sixty-five 25-year honorees although not all of them
were able to attend.
Also at this dinner, the GSH announces the selection of Honorary and Life member awards. “Any person who
has made a distinguished contribution to the geophysical profession shall be eligible for nomination to
Honorary Membership.” “Any person who has performed exceptionally meritorious service to the Society shall be eligible for nomination to Life Membership.” This year J. Mike Graul was awarded Honorary
membership in the GSH and John Sumner was awarded Life Membership for their respective contributions.

Geophysical Society of Houston
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Current officers and Committee Chairs are recognized and presented plaques and certificates in honor of their
service to our society. Roy Clark, GSH President presided at the ceremonies. Peter Duncan, President of the
SEG spoke on behalf of the SEG.

6

4th ANNUAL
GSH/HGS
SALTWATER TOURNAMENT

Saturday, June 26, 2004
Teakwood Marina, Village of Tiki Island
Galveston, Texas

This year’s Fishing Tournament will be held on Saturday, June 26 at the Teakwood Marina, Village of
Tiki Island, Galveston, Texas. We are looking forward to a big event this summer and we encourage full
family participation.

Trophies will be awarded for the heaviest individual Redfish (Non-Tagged), Speckled Trout, and Flounder
for the Anglers, Junior Anglers, and Lady Anglers. Trophies will also be awarded for the heaviest individual Stringer - 1 Redfish, 3 Speckled Trout, and 1 Flounder.

Registration fee includes: launch fee, GSH/HGS Fishing Cap, Fish Fry meal after weigh-in, refreshments,
Trophies, and DOOR PRIZES. For more information, please contact:

Bobby Perez (HGS & GSH) 281-240-1234 ext. 219 Office
281-240-4997 - Fax
281-787-2106 - Cell
281-495-8695 - Home
E-mail addresses: rdphtx@aol.com or r_perez@seismicventures.com

The Geophysical Society of Houston and the Houston Geological Society are non-profit organizations
serving the Geophysical Industry. Corporate and individual contributions are appreciated and will be acknowledged on several sponsor boards and banners at the weigh-in station and marina. All contributors
will be recognized in their respective organization newsletters following the tournament. This is a great
way to entertain friends, family, business associates, and clients. So spread the word!

GSH/HGS SALTWATER TOURNAMENT

NAME: ___________________________________________________ COMPANY: ________________________________________________

ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PHONES: (H) _____________________________________________________ (B) _______________________________ (C) _____________

E-MAIL ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Upon receipt of the Registration form, each participant will be provided with a copy of the specific tournament itinerary and rules sheet by
e-mail. Please register EARLY.
Please return this form with your check for $60.00 per contestant payable to:

GSH/HGS SALTWATER TOURNAMENT and Mail to:
Ms. Joan Henshaw, 10575 Katy Freeway, Suite 290 • Houston, Texas 77024

Registration Fee: $ _____________________________ + Sponsor Contribution: $ _________________________ = TOTAL $ _____________
DISCLAIMER:
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I acknowledge that neither the Geophysical Society of Houston nor the Houston Geological Society will be held responsible for injury or
accidents during this event. PRACTICE SAFETY!!!!!

Geophysical Society of Houston

Signature:____________________________________________

Jun/Jul/Aug 2004
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Book Review continued from page 4

I enjoyed his coverage of plate tectonics and his pithy observation that academics had a hard time accepting it but
“. . . oil company geologists had known
for years that if you wanted to find oil
you had to allow for precisely the sort
of movements that were implied by
plate tectonics . . . they didn’t write
academic papers, they just found oil.”

He summarizes thoughts on the fossil
record in the following way: most things
that die return to the molecules that
made them. It is a rare situation for
something that was once living to be
immortalized as a fossil. By one estimate, only one bone in a billion becomes fossilized. Taken to the next
step, of the 206 bones in our bodies
and the 300 million Americans alive
today, only 50 bones would be fossilized to be found millions of years from

Jun/Jul/Aug 2004

now. Additional estimates indicate that
most species that have ever lived on
Earth have left no fossil record with as
many as 30 billion species leaving no
more than 250,000 creatures in the
fossil record. Further, 99.9% of all species that ever lived are no longer with
us. If you question his numbers, there
are ample references in the text and in
the 50-page long Notes and Bibliography section.

He revisits an old favorite of introductory geology instructors everywhere.
You might recall the example that has
the history of the Earth start at midnight, trilobites of the Cambrian appear
at 9 p.m., and recorded history uses
only the last 50 msecs before midnight
comes again. To this he adds the effects of plate tectonics and meteor impacts in the following way: “Through-

8552 Katy Freeway, Suite 140 - Houston, Texas 77024
713-468-2333 / Fax 713-468-1918
Joe Smith, President
jsmith@petrophysics.com

Geophysical Society of Houston

out this greatly speeded-up day continents slide about and bang together at
a clip that seems positively reckless.
Mountains rise and melt away, ocean
basins come and go, ice sheets advance
and withdraw. And throughout the
whole, about three times a minute,
somewhere on the planet there is a
flashbulb pop of light marking the impact of a (significant) meteor.”

He similarly treats the discoveries and
personalities associated with our advancement of knowledge in chemistry,
biology, physics, and astronomy.

Do I have a quibble? He refuses to use
scientific notation so there are lots of
zeros when talking about the age of the
earth, the size of a proton, etc. It
seemed a bit silly to see 36 zeros strung
along in a sentence.
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President’s Column continued from page 1.

to go forward. Dave Agarwal volunteered to be the committee
chair and work with the software
company in designing our web
pages. Through the fall Dave reported on the progress and in
January we went “live”. As the
months proceeded more features
came on line. One major feature
was to have on line registration
capabilities. This eliminated the
monthly phone calls to the GSH
office to make reservations for the
luncheons or other events. Now
we can log on, register and pay
for all our events. With accuracy
and timeliness, we know how
many people to expect at our
events. Even the nametags come
from the on-line system. Also,
there is a place for comments on
the events after they have occurred for those who want to
share their ideas.
You can search the membership
directory and get contact information for fellow members. The easiest way to discover the many
functions of our web site is to log
on and use it. You will be pleased
to find that it is very easy to use
and yet it retains its versatility.
Attendance at our noon luncheons has been below expectations. Through various forms of
feedback, we found that most
members could not take up to
three hours for a luncheon every
month, with half of that travel
time. Where do you put a luncheon that is convenient for everyone? Moving it around town
is logistically tough for a volunteer organization. We wanted an
8

easy location that our members
could attend every month. HESS
is a central locale, but it was hard
to get to, especially with all the
west loop construction going on.
Checking the demographics of
our membership, we found a
large percentage on the west side
of Houston. Seth Berman found
a good location at the Westchase
Hilton on Westheimer near the
Sam Houston tollway. The tollway offers a quick and direct route
to the hotel. After some negotiations with the hotel, the board
voted to move there starting with
our September 2004 noon luncheon. We will give it a try for
the year. If you like the venue we
will stay. If you don’t like it, use
the web site to let us know your
ideas.
Historically, the newsletter has
been our most expensive operation. Most of the reason for dues
increases in the past were because of printing and postage cost
increases. The board agreed that
the newsletter was still an important part of our society and maybe
someday it may be phased out, if
everything goes on line, but for
now it needed to stay. All functions that the society provides
have to be self-funding. Why not
the newsletter as well? To this
end, the board made the decision
to allow advertising. For the first
time the newsletter is self-funding. There will be no dues increase.
I would like to recognize the board
of directors. Steve Danbom,
President-Elect; Chris Ross, 1st
Geophysical Society of Houston

VP; Mike Mueller, 2nd VP; Peter
Wang,
Secretary;
Keith
Matthews, Treasurer and Lee
Lawyer, Editor. They made some
BIG decisions this year to the
membership’s benefit and I thank
them for that. I want to also thank
the hard work of the committee
chairs. Without them there would
be no society. Claire Bresnahan
has made me a happy president.
Through her dedicated hard work
as membership chair, we will
complete this year with more
members than when we started.
A special thanks goes to Martin
Shields and Dan Ebrom. Through
their efforts we had a great turnout for the Spring Symposium.
Jim Moulden picked a great covered venue for our annual meeting where, on a very rainy night,
I presented the president’s shovel
to Steve Danbom and introduced
the incoming officers. I wish them
and their new committee chairs
the best of luck in the coming
year.
In the fall of 2005, the SEG will
hold it’s annual meeting here in
Houston. We, the Geophysical
Society of Houston, will be the
host chapter. So mark your calendars and set aside some time
to volunteer to help provide a
great venue for this event.
In closing, I would like to thank
each of you for your support.
Special thanks go to our corporate sponsors and especially
ExxonMobil Exploration, my
employer, for allowing me to
participate. It has been an honor
serving you and the GSH.
Jun/Jul/Aug 2004

GSHtx.org

IN MEMORIAM

GSH member James M. Murphy died in
Houston on May 6 at age 78. Jim was a
Phillips Petroleum retiree with 35 years of
Company service and a notable career in
geophysics. He left his hometown of La
Junta, CO to serve in the Navy during WWII.
After the war, Jim enrolled in the Colorado
School of Mines, graduating in 1950 with a
degree as Geophysical Engineer. He also received an Army commission and served during the Korean War as a 1st Lieutenant in
the Army Corps of Engineers. Two years
later, Jim joined Phillips Petroleum as a geophysicist and began a series of assignments
that had him and his young family moving
between Texas, Oklahoma, Louisiana, and
Mississippi. A 1966 transfer to Houston
brought him here to stay.
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We encourage you to register on the web site. Less
than a third of our members have taken advantage
of this service. It is one thing to extol the virtues of
GSHtx but it is quite another one when you realize
that the vast majority of the members haven’t even
registered. In the President’s Column, Roy Clark says
that one day we may do away with this Newsletter
and rely solely on the web site. We can’t even contemplate such a move unless more of us utilize GSHtx.
Log on today! Get with the program! Get it done!
No more delays! No more excuses! Log on today! If
you have forgotten the address, it is www.GSHtx.org.

way is to post the event yourself. Log on to gshtx.org,
go to the calendar, click on a date, click “add”, then
follow the relatively easy instructions. When you click
“Update”, an email will go to the Webmaster and he
will activate the event if it’s appropriate for the GSH
Website. If you prefer to send your event details to
webmaster@gshtx.org, he will post it for you and,
on request, make you the owner. Owners can make
changes to events and see event statistics that are
not available to the general public.

The GSH Website Offers Many New Features

GSHtx.org has so many features that it’s
difficult to describe them all at once. That’s
why we are highlighting a different feature each month in the GSH Newsletter.
Did you know you can read current and back issues
of the GSH Newsletter online in PDF format? Select
“News/Publications” from the home-page directory
and then select “Archived GSH Newsletters.” They
are organized by year and month. You will need a
copy of the free Adobe Reader installed on your computer to read this format.

The HGS uses similar software and the HGS Bulletin Editor writes an article called Webnotes, each
month. If you don’t have access to a paper copy,
go to hgs.org, select “Publications” and search for
“Bulletin” in the title of any article. Again, you will
need Adobe Reader. In April, HGS Webnotes had
a comprehensive article on how to register for events
on-line.

Did you know that if you are in charge of an event,
you can “own” that event on the GSH website? One

Letters to the Editor

Editor,
I just read the book review in the May GSH newsletter (Review by
John Sumner: “Krakatoa, the Day the World Exploded”).
I remember very vividly reading “All About Volcanoes and
Earthquakes” when I was a kid. Somehow, that story at the
beginning about the Mexican farmer is one of those things that one
reads and never forgets. Maybe because it’s one of the first times
that a kid realizes that humans are pretty much at the mercy of
nature and not the other way around.

Geophysical Society of Houston

Thanks for bringing back the memory.
Regards,
Bill Dragoset
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