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December 13, 2005
11:30 a.m.
Westchase Hilton,
9999 Westheimer,
Houston, TX 77042
(just inside Beltway)
713-974-1000
Cost:
$25 with reservation
$30 at the door
Reservations: Online at
www.gshtx.org
E-mail:
office@gshtx.org
GSH 713-463-9477
Title:
Marine Mammals,
Sounds in the
Oceans, and the
Oil and Gas
Industry
Speaker:
Jack Caldwell,
Acous-Tech Seismics
The primary issue of noise in the oceans relates
to its impact on marine mammals. This issue is
global, political, emotional, scientific, and
economic in nature. It is especially important to
the oil and gas industry as related to the sounds
produced by seismic air-gun arrays, and other
sounds generated during exploration and
production activities.
Technical Luncheon continued on page 4.
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Technical Breakfast President’s Column
By Ken Nixon, Second VP

Date:

Wednesday,
December 14, 2005

Time:

7:a.m., breakfast;
no food or drink allowed
in the Visionarium

Location: Paradigm
820 Gessner, Suite 400
Website: www.paradigmgeo.com
Directions: Exit Gessner south from the
Katy Freeway; cross Kingsride
and Barryknoll; turn left into
parking garage to level F; take
covered walkway across to
Two Memorial City Plaza
Title:

Fracture Detection
Using 3-D Seismic Data

Speaker:
Tony Rebec

F

irst, I want thank the following event chairmen for all of their efforts in arranging the
Various GSH events that we all enjoy:
Annual Meeting
Jim Moulden
Awards Banquet
Steve Davidson
Golf Tournament
George Lauhoff
Salt Water Fishing Tournament
Bobby Perez
Shrimp Peel
Lee Shelton
Sporting Clays
Alan Foley
Tennis Tournament
??????
These gentlemen work very hard at a strictly
volunteer job to provide the members of the
GSH with events where we can get together,
have fun and network. I would like all of you
to give them a round of applause for the work
that they do on your behalf.
As you can see, we do not have a chairman
for the Tennis tournament this year. If any one
would volunteer to run this event, I would
appreciate it greatly.

Abstract: Fracture Detection
Using 3D Seismic Data

Don’t Miss This!

******************************************************
I joined the industry in the late seventies and
like most of the readers of this column I came
from Up North to work for the Oil Patch. This
was the time of the “windfall profits tax” and
President’s Column continued on page 15.
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The Houston Chapter of the Society of
Independent Professional Earth Scientists
appreciate your help in relaying the following announcement of the
December SIPES Technical Luncheon
to your membership

December Luncheon Meeting
Thursday, December 15, 2005
Petroleum Club, 800 Bell, Houston, TX 77002
Social Period: 11:15 am
Lunch: 11:45 am

Membership
Committee Report

“Martian River Deltas and the Origin of Life“

11/3/05
GSH Board Meeting

Speakers:
Dr. Janok P. Bhattacharya
Robert E. Sheriff
Professor of Sequence Stratigraphy at the University of Houston

Robert Wegner
Acting Membership Chair

Register online, call, fax or e-mail your reservation to
Mrs. B.K. Buongiorno at Tel: 713-651-1639, Fax: 713-951-9659,
e-mail: bkspee@aol.com by 12:00 Noon, Tuesday, Dec. 13, 2005.
Members and Affiliates who register by Dec. 13 pay $30.
The cost is $35 for guests, non-members, and new registrations at the door.
No-shows will be billed.
You can now sign up for SIPES Meetings online at
www.sipes-houston.org,
but payment is still required by regular mail or at the door.

Active
Walter F. Huber
Dominion Resources
Faqi Liu
Amerada Hess
David Nock
Kerr-McGee Oil & Gas
Associate

President’s Column continued from page 1.

other measures that were intended to prevent
the “OIL BARONS” from ripping off the
citizens of the US. The Oil industry at that
time had an image problem and most of the
people using our products had no idea what
was involved in the industry that provided the
fuel for their cars, heat for the homes and a
large portion of the electricity that cooled their
homes and ran their hair dryers.
Now it is 2005 and the oil and gas industry
has not been able to educate our customers
or improve our image. It seems that we have
not changed the image of J.R. Ewing using
every dirty trick to maximize our profit margin.
Shortly after Hurricane Katrina we saw prices
at the pump jump $.80 to $1.00 over night.
This can not be a response to a change in
supply as the event affecting the change
is only a few days old, this can only be a
response by some wholesalers and retailers
anticipating a price rise. I know that there was
an increase in prices due to the damage by
Hurricane Katrina, but for public relations the
timing was disastrous.
Further, in Mid October the public oil companies disclosed their 2nd Quarter statements and
the income and profit numbers were very
December 2005

strong. One would think that is good for
an industry that has struggled over the past
10 years or so, but this again brought an
outcry from our customers and from various
political groups.
In our daily efforts to find new oil and gas
reserves we typically learn from our past
failures. Each of us takes our direct experience and the reports of others into account
when evaluating prospects or seismic data
whether we are a processor, interpreter,
AVO analysist or a manager, but we seem to
be unable to apply the lessons of dry holes
and failed models to our relationship with
our customer base.
The base of any industry is to supply a product
to a customer. If you supply a bad product, or
the customer feels that he is not being treated
fairly then he finds another source or a way to
control the price. Even though a larger portion
of the US oil and gas supplies come from overseas, the average customer only sees the name
on the pump. He also believes that the large
US oil companies are still run by J.R. We may
be the only supplier but our customers can still
punish us for our excesses as they did in the
late seventies.
Geophysical Society of Houston

Lisa LaFlame
READ Well Services
Melissa Lusk
Seismic Exchange, Inc.
Shonda N. Mason
Seismic Exchange, Inc.
Eugenia Rojas
Anandarko Petroleum
Members GSH
as of November 2, 2005
Active
850
Associate
254
Comp
22
Emeritis
48
Honorary
22
Life
33
Student
7
Total members 1236
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Editor’s Note
To ensure your information
reaches the GSH society members
in a timely manner it must
appear in the appropriate
newsletter issue. Please note the
following deadlines and plan
your function’s publicity strategy
accordingly. Items must be
received on or before the corresponding deadline date. Please
send any obituary or memorial
articles of recently deceased
members to the Editor for inclusion in the newsletter. Materials
can be emailed to John Sumner
at sumnergeo@gmail.com with
a copy sent to Fernanda Araujo at
fernanda.v.araujo@conocophillips.com,
and Glenn Bear at glenn.w.bear@
exxonmobil.com. If you have any
questions please call John Sumner
at 713/666-7655, Fernanda Araujo
at 713/431-6126, or Glenn Bear
at 713/431-6583.

2005 GSH Newsletter
Deadlines
Issue ...................... January 2006
Deadline....... December 12, 2005
Issue .................... February 2006
Deadline........... January 12, 2006

Announcements
GSH Board
December 8, 2005
Technical Luncheon
December 13, 2005
Technical Breakfast
December 14, 2005
Rock Physics SIG
December 14, 2005
SIPES Luncheon
December 15, 2005
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Auxiliary
The Geophysical Auxiliary News and Events Congratuations to all for a Successful SEG
Spouse Program!

T

he SEG’s 75th Anniversary Celebration came to Houston November 6-10, 2005!!
We put on our “Denims’n’Diamonds” and celebrated the 75th Anniversary
of the founding of the Society of Exploration Geophysicists. The much anticipated
Spouse’s Luncheon was held at the Hilton of the Americas on Tuesday November 8th
and featured Cathy Fitzpatrick, truly a One Woman Fashion Extravaganza. Entertaining as always, Cathy modeled the latest “must haves” and also told us how to
manage our wardrobe and accent the positives of our very different figures. The lunch
was wonderful, the table decorations were amazing, and there were plenty of door
prizes to go around; including a beautiful diamond necklace donated by the GSH. The
Hospitality Suite, open daily, was staffed by a dedicated group of Auxiliary volunteers
and featured vendors, artists and seminars covering a grand variety of topics including
an afternoon of cards, a book exchange, jewelry sales and just plain old talk. This was
a marvelous opportunity to make visitors to our city feel welcome and make many new
friends. Many thanks to the volunteers, the committees, and everyone who helped
make this event truly special.
The New Year will find the Auxiliary members and friends at the Royal Oaks Country
Club on January 18th for our Winter Luncheon & Fashion Show. To get us ready
for Spring, we will be treated to a delicious luncheon and fashion show with spring
fashions provided by Coldwater Creek. You do not want to miss this one as various
artists will also be on hand to show and sell their latest creations. What a great way to
spruce up your wardrobe for spring and to do some post holiday shopping! You may
contact Chairperson Kathi Hilterman at 713-467-2599 for details.
Mark your calendars, on March 19th we will gather at the scenic Lakeside Country
Club for our annual Spring Brunch. Bring your spouses and friends, as we are treated
to an elegant buffet and some very special entertainment. As a special Spring Event,
on April 20th, the Auxiliary will be hosting a Wine Tasting. We will then round out our
year on May 17th with our annual business meeting at The Houston Racquet Club.
Along with this annual business meeting there will be a special program on accessorizing
presented by Steinmart’s Judy Luska.
This year still holds many entertaining, enlightening, and enjoyable programs. Sign up
now and don’t miss even one delicious luncheon, knowledgeable speaker,
fantastic newsletter, fashion show, or the chance to share time with friends and
the opportunity to make new friends. Don’t be left out! Break out your calendars and
please include the Geophysical Auxiliary of Houston in your plans. Contact us today
for membership information.
The Geophysical Auxiliary of Houston invites the wife of any present or past member
of the GSH or SEG, the widows of former members of the GSH and SEG, and women
members of these organizations to join us and become a member of the GAH for
2005-2006. Our Membership Chairperson, Kathi Hilterman, wants to hear from you!
We are busy planning many wonderful events for your enjoyment and yearly dues are
only $15.00. Call now and don’t miss out! Call Kathi at 713-467-2599 or GSH Liaison, Luann Cefola at 281-759-7338 for a membership application and information
on how to join.
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Technical Luncheon continued from page 1.

Other players in the “marine noise” game
include well-developed and less-developed
countries; national governing bodies; regulatory
entities; scientific bodies; environmental groups;
military organizations; media groups; trade and
lobby entities; (some) publicly-traded and
privately-held companies; and the lay public.
Several countries have very strong laws, or are
enacting such laws, which (would) protect
marine mammals. Locally, NTL’s (Notice to
Lessees) have impacted operators in the Gulf
of Mexico in the last four years. This issue is
having a dollars and cents effect on your
company today, and yet most people in the
industry still think that this is a “boutique” issue.

The question we face is: do seismic air-gun
arrays, in routine practice, cause significant and
harmful impacts to marine mammals? Biologists,
acousticians, geophysicists, and government
regulatory technical managers do not agree on
a simple and definitive answer. What they do
agree on is that there is a lack of data with
which to answer that question. Most experts
in the field believe that there is a very low
probability of physical injury from air-gun
operations (an air-gun array has been linked
by some to the stranding of two beaked whales
in the Gulf of California in what can only be
termed a travesty of the use of the scientific
method).

With respect specifically to seismic surveys,
obtaining permits is becoming more difficult
because more permitting agencies are raising
questions about the effects on marine mammals
(and fish) of the sound created by seismic
surveys. The requirement to employ mitigation
measures during the operation of seismic
surveys is becoming more common as
indicated by the fact that the oil industry
currently must employ mitigation measures to
protect mammals against the possible effects
of loud sounds when shooting seismic surveys
in offshore portions of the U.S., UK, Australia,
Brazil, and Canada (and other countries), and
voluntarily employs mitigation measures in
numerous other places around the world.

More worrisome is the concern of some of
air-gun sounds masking communication, hampering the ability to identify and/or escape
predators, or to identify and/or catch prey,
and of impairing navigational abilities. Another
area of concern is whether the use of air guns
causes populations to move from preferred
habitats, feeding grounds, and breeding and
resting areas during movements along migratory pathways. In short, does the use of
air-gun arrays reduce marine mammals’
ability to survive?

It is worth noting at this point the importance
of government regulatory bodies becoming
familiar with industry air-gun operations, and
some of the fundamental tenets of air-gun
arrays. For example, it is fundamental to
understand the common misconception that
knowing the total volume of an air-gun array
is a defining piece of information. (It is more
important to know the number of guns in the
array, and something about the individual gun
sizes than to know the total volume of the
air-gun array itself).

The Oil and Gas Industry has been late in joining as an active participant in this issue of ocean
noise and its effects on marine mammals, but
in the last five years it has been making up for
lost time. Through the efforts of the OGP
(International Association of Oil and Gas
Producers), the IAGC (International Association
of Geophysical Contractors), and help from the
API (American Petroleum Association), and
some other organizations, this issue has been
tackled head-on, but this effort has been
undertaken by only a small number of individuals whose companies have willingly made them
available to address this issue, and a few others
who are participating using their own time.
These groups are now formally funding several

Book Report

research efforts, providing
“watch-dog” efforts, and
educating regulators around
the world (which cumulatively
takes massive amounts of
time). The industry needs to
put more people and money
resources into these efforts.

Earth, an Intimate History
ISBN 0-375-40626-3
Richard Fortey

Biography
Jack Caldwell, a geophysical consultant,
has been in the oil and gas industry as a
technically-oriented geoscientist for 27 years.
He received a B.S. in mathematics from
Davidson College and a Ph.D. in geophysics
from Cornell University. He worked 2 1/2
years in research for Texaco, almost 7 years
in various positions for Marathon Oil, and 15
years in numerous technical and managerial
positions for Schlumberger.
For the last year and a half, he has had his
own company, Acous-Tech Seismics, consulting
in high tech geoscience, such as seismic attributes
and marine 4-component seismology, and in
marine acoustics. Since 1996, he has spent mostly
extracurricular time involved with the issue of
sound in the ocean and its effect on marine
mammals. He has organized several industry
workshops on this issue, and has written several
articles as a way to introduce the oil and gas
industry to the importance of better understanding
this issue’s different aspects. He served on the U.S.
National Research Council of the National
Academy of Sciences Committee on Potential
Impacts of Ambient Noise in the Oceans on
Marine Mammals that published its report entitled
Ocean Noise and Marine Mammals in 2003. He
was awarded the U.S. Minerals Management
Service Corporate Leadership award in 2000 for
his work on this issue, and in 2002 was awarded
lifetime membership in the Society of Exploration
Geophysicists, largely as a result of his efforts to
get the oil and gas industry more involved in
addressing this issue.

It’s rare when I finish reading a book and think,
“Wow, that was one of the best books I’ve ever
read!” This one qualifies; it’s informative, intelligent, and insightful with touches of humor and
humanity. And, this is a book on geology and
geophysics!
The book is a thick one (426 pages and 36
illustrations) that covers a large topic. It took
me several weeks to read. It was easy to set it
aside since the text covers nuggets of information or concepts in a succinct way, but it
was also easy to pick up to get to the next
topic or insight.
The title of the book is deceptive. I wondered
more than once if it might benefit from one of
those Victorian-era paragraphs to expand upon
the title and to summarize the content of each
chapter. So, rather than Earth, an intimate
history, it might have been Earth, an interpretation of crustal geology from the standpoint
of plate interactions including resulting

volcanism, seismicity, thrust belts, ancient
terrains; along with perspectives on the
longevity of the earth with visits to specific
and important exposures such as the Moine
Thrust, the Hawaiian Islands, the Temple of
Serapis on the Bay of Naples, and the Grand
Canyon; along with insights into the personalities of important geophysicists such as
J. Tuzo Wilson and John Dewey.
Richard Fortey is a paleontologist at the
Natural History Museum in London and, lest
one forget for a page or two that the author is
a Brit, maintains British spelling throughout.
Curiously, he does not so rigorously maintain
the metric system so that we know elevations
of Mt. Everest in metres (8848) but the depth
of the Marianas Trench in feet (36,198) and
metres (10,915).
The author moves from one geologically
significant location to another and places each
in the context of crustal plate interactions. He
ranges from sites of Recent and present-day
movements such as the Bay of Naples and the
Hawaiian Islands to the ancient collisions in
Scotland (the Moine Thrust) and Australia.

He effortlessly weaves
the geologic history, the
plate tectonics evidence and dating
methodologies, and
the personalities of
the geologists and
geophysicists who
pieced together the evidence from
the rocks. If nothing else, Fortey proved
himself the sort of fellow that I would want
to accompany to any outcrop, not only the
famous ones.
On several occasions I found myself looking
through the illustrations for location maps,
particularly during the discussion on the Bay
of Naples and had to resort to Google Earth to
orient myself. There are some other gotchas.
One that comes to mind is his description of
Virginia City, the historic capitol of Nevada,
which he refers to as Carson City.
Perhaps the loudest endorsement I can give the
author is that I have started reading another of
his books, Life, and find it every bit as satisfying.

Sightings

Scenes
from the
Annual
Shrimp Peel
4
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T’was the Night Before Christmas
By Ken Nixon
(as adapted from Clement Clarke Moore’s “A Visit from Saint Nick”, first published in 1822)

T

’was the night before Christmas
And all through the industry
Not a geophysicist was stirring, not even a processor
All of the models were built, and submitted for PSDM
In hopes that St Nicolas would soon be there
All of the geologists were nestled all snug in their beds
While visions of million barrel fields danced in their heads
The Geo’s in their Kerchiefs, And VP’s in their caps
Had just settled down for a long winters nap
When down on the workstation there arose such a clatter
The Geo’s sprang from their bed to see what was the matter
Away to the computer room they flew like a flash
Keycard the door and access the cache
And what to their wondering eyes did transcribe
But a miniature rig pulled by eight tiny vibes.

With a little old juggie so lively and quick
They knew in a moment it must be St Nick
More rapid that Gushers his coursers they came
And he whistled and shouted and called them by name
Now BP! Now Shell!, Now Total and Exxon!
On Devon! On ConocoPhillips! On Anadarko and Chevron!
(Alternative Now Decon! Now Phaseshift! Now Radon and SRME
On Kirchhoff! On WEM! On Weiner and Dix!)
To the top of the Oligocene to the top of the salt wall
Now drill away! Drill away! Drill away all!
As oil before the drill bit they flew
When they met with high pressure they drilled right on through
So down to the depth of the Earth they bore
With a rig full of prospects and St Nicolas too

Geos had only just turned from their view
When up from the borehole St Nicolas came
Riding a spray of 20API crude and a small gas flame
He was dressed in Coveralls all covered in oil
Which show the result of his toil
His Hardhat was dented and old and said Seiscom
And the pack on his back read Santaoil.com
The pack it was tattered as if it had used for awhile
At prices today I can get a new rig he said with a smile
He wasted no time but went straight to his work
And not one prospect did he shirk
He filled all of them with high quality crude
He seemed to be in most positive mood
He started to leave then stopped and reached into the sack
And pulled forth one final gift he had on his back
As he pulled it forth and held it up to the light
It said $60.00 barrel crude we saw with delight
He stepped to the bore hole and climbed on the tree
And signaled the logging truck that he was ready to leave
Even though the well was ready to blow
He rode the logging tool through the high and the lows
When he reached TD and was ready to embark
He leapt to the rig and sent the vibes a timing mark
They started to rumble as low frequencies do
Then pushed higher and higher as intensities grew
And away they all went on an 80 hz wavelet
I heard him exclaimed as he lifted his goblet
High over his hardhat to salute us all in farewell
Happy oil boom to all and to all a tight well!
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Karl Seibert
By Dan Ebrom
Karl Seibert passed
away on November
10th, at the age of 40.
Karl had been active in
the GSH for a number
of years. Karl took on
the responsibilities for the Technical
Breakfast for 2003-2004, finding speakers,
venues, and sponsors (a real triple-threat!).
Recently, Karl coordinated the Data
Processing Special Interest Group with
Ray Abma. This tied in well with Karl’s
professional interests in depth imaging:
he had worked successively at Advanced
Data Solutions, CoreLabs, and 3DGeo.
Outside geophysics, Karl provided a voice
for taping for the blind. This last year,
after a punishing car accident, Karl
self-published a small blue booklet of
inspirational quotes that had motivated
him during his recovery.

Advertise
Your
Company
Here!

One anecdote that typifies Karl’s sense
of community (coupled with pragmatism)
is how Karl helped the attendance
numbers for the 2003 BBQ. Karl talked
CoreLabs into purchasing a block of 20
tickets (which helped the finances of the
event substantially). Then Karl sought out
younger geoscientists at CoreLabs, and
gave them the tickets to attend the BBQ.
The crowd of 20 younger folks at that
meeting formed a nucleus of fun that
wound up staying until the event closed,
and certainly put some extra spirit into
the day. Although every memorial can
only be an inadequate testimony to the
richness of the person remembered, Karl
will be recalled as a person who created
connections between others.

“The Place to Go”
For GOM Gravity Data & Interpretations

Fugro Robertson Inc.
(Formerly Fugro-LCT.)
GRAVITY & MAGNETICS
Brian Anderson - Dave Schwartz
Tel: 713-369-6100 www.fugro-lct.com
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Sightings...
Joint GSH-SEG
Technical
Symposium

ROCK PHYSICS SIG
Date:
Wednesday, December 14, 2005
Time:
5:30 p.m.
Location: Visualization Center,
Veritas/Hampson-Russell
10300 Town Park Dr.
Houston, TX 77072
Title:
Vp-Vs Systematics in Sandstones; Some Model and Core-Based Constraints
Speaker: Tad M. Smith

“Well-Ties in the
21st Century:
Applications to
Interpretation, DHI, and
Reservoir Characterization”

Candid shots - stuffing delegate bags
for the SEG Annual Meeting

Abstract:
One of the most important (and sometimes
contentious) issues in petrophysical and AVO
analysis is that of shear velocity estimation.
This is due to the sensitivity of the predicted
AVO response to subtle changes in Vp/Vs
ratios. Unfortunately, acquisition of dipole
sonic data is not routine practice when
logging wells, making it necessary to frequently
estimate Vs prior to performing any log-based
rock property or AVO analysis. Failure to use
the correct technique for estimating shear
velocity, however, can lead to incorrect
forward models. A corollary, of course, is that
failure to properly understand the Vp/Vs
systematics in a basin may lead to the incorrect
interpretation of an AVO response.
There are two fundamental approaches for
estimating shear velocities: 1) via application
of empirical shear estimators (either based on
laboratory measurement or nearby well
control), or 2) via application of effective
medium theories. The most common
approach for shear velocity estimation is to
use one of the many empirical estimators
published in the literature (e.g., Castagna et
al., 1985; Han et al., 1986; Williams, 1990;
Castagna et al., 1993). Nearly all of the
commonly used estimators are for a specific
lithology, and utilize a linear, or near linear,
relationship between Vp and Vs. These
approaches generally do an adequate job of
predicting shear velocities for brine-filled
sands, assuming something is known about
the local lithology.
A less commonly used approach for shear
velocity estimation is via application of effective
medium theory (e.g., Kuster and Toksöz,
1976; Budianski and O’Connell, 1979; also
see Mavko et al., 1999). Effective medium
theories strive to develop physical models
which describe the relationships between the
rock moduli (bulk and shear modulus, in
8

particular), pore geometry, and pore-filling
fluids. Although effective medium models
provide physical insight into the elastic behavior
of rocks, they generally do a poor job of
predicting velocities (both P- and S-wave
velocities). This is due, in part, to large
uncertainties regarding pore-structure,
“stiffness” of the pores, and crack density/
crack aspect ratios.

Mavko, G., Chan, C., and Mukerji, T.,
1995. Fluid substitutions: Estimating
changes in Vp without knowing Vs: Geophysics, 60, 1750-1755.

In this talk, various empirical models are
examined and compared against Vp/Vs
systematics predicted from effective medium
modeling. This type of approach allows us to
examine the relative importance of
composition and pore-structure controls
on Vp/Vs relationships for sandstones.
Although composition provides a first-order
control on the Vp/Vs systematics of a rock, most
of the published shear velocity estimators can
not be explained without the addition of brinesaturated micro-cracks to the rock matrix.
Additional complications may arise due to possible
stress effects, inhomogeneities, and anisotropy.

Williams, D. M., 1990, The acoustic log
hydrocarbon indicator: SPWLA 31st Annual
Logging Symposium, June 24-27, 22 p.
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Mark your calendar
for this event.
Note that the organizers are also
seeking volunteers to help
make the event a success.

Panos
Kelamis, SEG
Distinguished
Lecturer at
November 9
talk and
breakfast

Mavko, G., Mukerji, T., and Dvorkin, J., 1999.
The Rock Physics Handbook, Tools for
seismic analysis in porous media: Cambridge
Univ. Press..

• February 9, 2006, Houston, TX
(date subject to change)

Attendees at October Luncheon

Biography
Tad Smith manages a small, but very spirited,
group of petrophysicists and geophysicists for
Veritas/Hampson-Russell (formerly Veritas
Exploration Services). He has a variety of
responsibilities, but amongst his favorite is the
analysis of petrophysical data in support of
geophysical interpretation (i.e., “seismic
petrophysics”). Indeed, it is his unyielding
belief that seismic amplitudes cannot
quantitatively be interpreted in the absence of
petrophysical information.

Attendees at October Luncheon

Prior to joining Veritas, Tad held a variety
of positions as a petrophysicist and
geologist with Amoco, BP, and Newfield
Exploration. His experience includes
petrophysical and seismic rock property
evaluation, AVO analysis, integrated field
studies, exploration mapping, field development, and drilling operations.
Tad received his PhD in geology from Texas
A&M University in December, 1991, and
an M.S. in geology from Washington State
University in June, 1987. He is a member
of AAPG, SEG, SPWLA, HGS, and GSH,
and currently co-chairs the Rock Physics SIG
with his friend and mentor, Keith Katahara.
December 2005

Keith Mathews, SEG
Annual Meeting Chairman; Craig Beasley,
SEG President; Roy
Clark, SEG Annual
Meeting Co-Chairman

Start of SEG 7km run and
5km walk, November 6

• Tentative Topics
– Measurement, quantification of tie
– Pre-stack and angle stack tie
– Multi-well tie
– Log quality and editing
– Role of rock/fluid physics
– How do you know which is
wrong; seismic, well, or both?
– Deviated wells
– Anisotropy
– Tying inverted data
– Extracting Wavelets
– The simple convolutional
synthetic - how adequate is it?
– Subsalt sections - how best to
calibrate
– Role of VSP’s
• Seeking Volunteers for
Technical Committee
• Organizers:
– Joel Walls,
j.walls@rocksolidimages.com,
713-273-1432
– Tim R. Lane, lanet@bp.com,
281-366-5468
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