
Maitri Erwin
(Microsoft)

GSH Candidate for
President-elect

2023-2024

Maitri Erwin thinks about the earth, how
data  and  computing  can  improve  the
practice  of  earth  science,  increasing
science  literacy,  and  mentoring  young
global  scientists  into  becoming  the
visionaries and architects of the future.  
Maitri  has  20+  years  of  experience  in
Energy  exploration,  subsurface/upstream
technology  development,  team
management,  and technical  writing.  She
has  worked  at  Shell  Exploration  &
Production Company and CNOOC Nexen
in various capacities including qualitative
and  quantitative  seismic  interpretation,
reservoir characterization, subsurface
Continued on Page 4

A Note from the President

Dear fellow GSH Members,

Effective with the 2023-2024 term,  the GSH
Board  of  Directors  will  be  adding  a  new
elected position to the GSH Board:

Communications Director

The  new Communications  Director  shall  be
responsible  for  oversight  of  the  Society’s
external  communication,  consistent  public
image,  advertising,  social  media  efforts  and
branding.  The  Communications  Director
oversees  editing  of  the  journal,  website  and
newsletter  administration  and  social  media
communications of the society.

There  are  three  candidates  on the  ballot  for
this new Board position. I would also like to
point out that our by-laws allow GSH active
members to submit write-in candidates for any
office as well.  Nominations will close as of
April 19th. Check the by-laws for guidelines.

Peter M. Eick, PG

Alexander Mihai
Popovici
(Z-Terra)

GSH Candidate for
President-elect

2023-2024

Alexander  Mihai  Popovici  is  Chief
Executive  Officer  of  Z-Terra,  a  state-of-
the-art  software,  data  processing  and
infrastructure  provider  for  the  upstream
oil  and  gas  industry.   Z-Terra  is
headquartered in Houston, Texas and has
regional  offices  and  representation  in
Calgary  -  Canada,  The  Hague  -
Netherlands,  London  -  U.K.,  Rio  de
Janeiro  -  Brazil,  Bucharest  -  Romania,
Bogota  -  Colombia,  Kuala  Lumpur  -
Malaysia, Buenos Aires - Argentina. Abu-
Dhabi - UAE and Kuwait City - Kuwait.
He holds Ph.D. (1995) and M.Sc. (1990)
degrees  in  geophysics  from  Stanford
Continued on Page 4

Marie Clavaud
(PGS)

GSH Candidate for
2nd VP-elect

2023-2024

Marie  Clavaud  has  over  20  years  of
experience in the Oil and Gas industry as
a  geophysicist,  project  leader  and
manager.  She  received  a  MS  in
Exploration Geophysics from IFP School
(1998). Marie started her career in 1998
at  Engie  in  Paris  (France),  where  she
worked on their underground gas storage
monitoring  programs,  as  well  as  their
exploration  team  mainly  in  the  UK
Southern gas basin and North Africa. She
joined Ion-GX Technology in Houston in
2007 then ConocoPhillips in 2009, where
she had had various roles, in quantitative
seismic interpretation, velocity model
Continued on Page 4

Wilson Ibanez
(SLB)

GSH Candidate for
1st VP-elect
2023-2024

Wilson began his career with Ecopetrol in
2008,  where  he  conducted  extensive
research  on  seismic  anisotropy  and
velocity model building. His passion for
research  led  him  to  join  the
ConocoPhillips  School  of  Geology  and
Geophysics  at  the  University  of
Oklahoma,  where  he  collaborated  with
Professor Kurt J. Marfurt to complete his
bachelor's  thesis  on  non-hyperbolic
moveout equations for vertical transverse
isotropic  (VTI)  media.  Wilson  then
continued his research with Professor G.
Randy  Keller's  research  group  at  the
Oklahoma Geological Survey, focusing
Continued on Page 4

Kurang Mehta
(Ecopetrol)

GSH Candidate for
1st VP-elect
2023-2024

Kurang  Mehta  is  an  accomplished
geophysicist with experience in the oil and
gas industry and works technical projects
in  different  geologic  settings  including
Gulf of Mexico, Oman, Borneo / Brunei,
and  offshore  Nigeria.  He  works  towards
generating  value  towards  integrated
subsurface characterization in exploration,
development,  and  production  stages  of
project, by providing high-quality seismic
interpretation (structural and quantitative)
and  time-depth  conversion.  Always
curious and eager to learn, resilient under
pressure, takes personal accountability to
ensure timely
Continued on Page 4
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Afolabi Babalola
(Shell Oil)

GSH Candidate for
Secretary-elect

2023-2024

Afolabi  Babalola  is  a  highly  skilled
geophysicist  with  over  15  years  of
industry experience, having spent the last
decade and currently working at Shell Oil
Company in Houston as a Gulf of Mexico
Development  Geophysicist.  He  holds  a
Master’s degree in Geophysics from the
Colorado School of Mines and is a Time
Depth Conversion Subject Matter Expert
at Shell. 

In  addition  to  his  work,  Afolabi  is  a
philanthropist  and  founder  of
Babsfoundation.org,  a  non-profit
organization  focused  on  supporting
minority elementary, middle, and high 
Continued on Page 5

Arpita Pal Bathija
(Aramco Americas)

GSH Candidate for
Treasurer-elect

2023-2024

Arpita  is  a  drilling research scientist  at
Aramco Americas  working  on  wellbore
stability issues using digital rock physics
on oil-well cement. She is experienced in
rock  physics,  petrophysics,  exploration
and  production  earth  science,  technical
geophysics,  and  laboratory
measurements. Previously, she worked as
a  geoscientist  at  Chevron  in  well
planning for exploration and production
of deep-water offshore wells in Gulf of
Mexico  and  Angola.  She  received  her
PhD  in  Geophysics  from  Colorado
School of Mines on rock physics study of
shales and sandstones. She received her 
Continued on Page 5

Troy Hawkes
(Chevron)

GSH Candidate for
Treasurer-elect

2023-2024

Troy  Hawkes  received  his  BS  in
Geophysics for The University of Texas at
Austin.  Troy  joined  Chevron  in  2012
joining the Seismic Data Processing Team
with  the  Earth  Science  Department.  He
has  been  part  of  many  other  teams  to
include Petrel Geophysical support for the
Enterprise  and  currently  working  as  a
Subject  Matter  Expert  for  3D  pre  and
post-stack seismic data  for  the ingestion
and  consumption  of  data  within  the
OSDU  Cloud  environment.  He  also
provides tailored QC and processing for
Business Units throughout the  Enterprise
utilizing SLB’s Omega Seismic 
Continued on Page 5

Monica Iglesias
Lippe

(GeoSoftware)

GSH Candidate for
Communications

Director-elect
2023-2024

Monica  is  an  enthusiastic  marketing
professional  who  has  worked  in  the
energy industry for the last 9 years. She
received  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  Mass
Communications  with  a  focus  in  Public
Relations  from  Texas  State  University.
Driven by her passion to help others, she
takes  pride  in  finding  the  best  possible
solution  to  support  clients  around  the
world. 
She began her career at ION Geophysical
in product marketing for the multi-client
division,  where  she  learned  about  the
various  geoscience  disciplines  and  the
application of seismic data. She later 
Continued on Page 5

Sara Tirado
(Ryder Scott)

GSH Candidate for
Communications

Director-elect
2023-2024

Sara Tirado is a Geophysicist with Ryder
Scott Company. She enjoys working on a
variety  of  projects  that  this  position
allows.  Some  days  she  is  interpreting
seismic  and  creating  attributes  to
characterize a reservoir for geomodeling,
other  days she is  doing more traditional
reserves  certification  and  classification.
Sara has worked on projects all over the
globe. Recently, Sara has begun teaching
an  introductory  earth  science  course  at
Houston Christian University, a fun class
for  non-science  majors.  Prior  to  Ryder
Scott,  Sara  briefly  worked  for  Lumina
Geophysical  and worked at  Chevron for
twelve years. She completed her Msc in 
Continued on Page 5
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Kenneth Mohn
(Mohn & Associates)

GSH Candidate for
2nd VP-elect

2023-2024

Kenneth  Mohn  is  a  lifetime  member  of
the  GSH.    He  has  volunteered  for  the
GSH in various roles over time, primarily
helping as Chairman of the annual GSH
Sporting  Clays  Tournament  as  well  as
serving as 2nd VP for the GSH in 2018
and 2019.  The second VP position is very
important to the GSH as it is one of the
fundraising venues for the GSH, but it is
also, the fun stuff for our members… the
social  events,  the  Fishing  Tournament,
Golf  Tournament,  Sporting  Clays
Tournament,  Tennis  Tournament  and  the
Ice Breaker.  The importance of the role is
to help make each event successful
Continued on Page 5
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Liza Yellott
(Ikon Science)

GSH Candidate for
Communications

Director-elect
2023-2024

For over 20 years, Liza Yellott has been
part  of  the  geophysical  community,
beginning  at  VeritasDGC  as  an  Internal
Relations Specialist and was subsequently
promoted to Global  IT Business Analyst
for most of her career with Veritas DGC
and the  merger  with  CGG.  During  this
time  as  a  business  analyst, Liza  built  a
depth of knowledge and understanding of
the  geophysical  business  through  direct
exposure,  working  closely  with  each
business  unit  to  improve and implement
IT  solutions  to  increase  efficiency  and
communication  across  departments  and
borders. After departing CGGVeritas, she
spent  several  years  consulting  as  a
Microsoft Business Analyst, working with
various  geophysical  companies,  until
joining  Seitel  to  develop  a  marketing
program  to  build  brand  awareness  and
reshape  the  company’s  image.  In  this
role,  Liza invested a substantive amount
to time and expertise as a volunteer for the
GSH  and  was  awarded  The  President’s
award in 2012 for her efforts in creating a
social  media  presence  on  LinkedIn,
Facebook,  and  Twitter.  Liza  and  her
committee grew the followers from 0 to
over 1200 in under a year and established
the social channels still  in use today.  In
2013  the  GSH board  appointed  Liza  as
2nd  Vice  President,  responsible  for  the
social  events  and  fundraising  for  the
society.  During  Liza’s  board  term,  she
worked closely with the GSH treasurer to
analyze  past  financial  statements,
reviewing  funds  raised  and  social  event
spending  and  was  able  to  implement  a
formula  for  chairpersons  to  follow  that
rebalanced the ratio of funds raised versus
costs incurred to organize and run events.
The net outcome of this effort was the
Continued on Page 5
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Wilson Ibanez continued from page 1

on developing geological model-building
workflows  based  on  gravity,  magnetic,
and seismic data. In 2011, Wilson moved
to Saudi Arabia to join the Seismic Wave
Analysis  Research  Group  at  King
Abdullah  University  of  Science  and
Technology (KAUST), where he worked
alongside  Professor  Tariq  Alkhalifah  to
complete  his  Master's  degree  in  Earth
Science. Wilson continued to expand his
knowledge  and  expertise  in  geophysics
by  joining  the  Earth  Modeling
Geoscientist  group  at  Schlumberger  in
2013.  Since  then,  he  has  focused  on
testing and applying state-of-the-art earth
model  building  workflows,  including
advanced  full  waveform  inversion
techniques  and  seismic  tomography
integrated  with  geology,  borehole  data,
rock  physics,  and  potential  fields.  His
recent  work  has  focused  on  integrating
non-seismic methods into depth imaging
workflows,  resulting  in  iterative  model-
building  updates  that  lead  to  more
reliable  prospect  evaluations  for  his
clients.
As  a  highly  active  member  of  the
geophysical community, Wilson currently
leads the Data Processing and Acquisition
SIG  of  the  Geophysical  Society  of
Houston, showcasing his commitment to
knowledge-sharing and the advancement
of the industry.

Marie Clavaud continued from page 1

building, prospect maturation, as well as
her  first  managerial  role  with  the
Deepwater  Imaging  team.  In  August  of
2016, she joined PGS where she manages
proprietary  and  MultiClient  projects  as
Imaging  Manager.  She  is  an  active
member of  SEG, GSH and AAPG. She
was GSH Treasurer in 2019-2020 and is
passionate  about  the  GSH  mission  to
promote  Geophysics  and  develop  the
community around it.  In her spare time,
she enjoys running, cycling, and hiking.

Maitri Erwin continued from page 1

technology,  exploration  bid  rounds,
drilling  recommendations,  and  business
development. Maitri is currently Principal
Program  Manager  at  Microsoft  Energy
Industry  &  Partner  Sales,  leading
programs  for  Microsoft  Cloud  adoption
by  strategic  customers  in  the  Oil  and
Gas / Energy business.

Maitri  is a co-founder and former Chair
of  the  Society  of  Exploration
Geophysicists  Women’s  Network,  which
powers  participation  and  leadership  by
women in applied geophysics worldwide,
and  currently  serves  as  professional
advisor to the SEG WN’s Global Student
Communities. She also serves the SEG on
its  Honorary  &  Distinguished  Lectures
committee.  Maitri  was a member of the
Society  of  Exploration  Geophysicists
Foundation board of directors (2019-20),
and  First  Vice  President  of  the
Geophysical  Society  of  Houston  (2017-
19). Maitri is also an emeritus member of
the University of  Wisconsin Department
of Geoscience Board of Visitors. Maitri's
other  interests  include  reading  science
fiction, writing, languages, and travel.

Alexander-Mihai Popovici continued from 
Page 1

University,  and  a  B.S.  (1986)  in
geophysical  and  geological  engineering
from University  of  Bucharest,  Romania.
He  escaped  from  Romania  in  1986,
crossed two borders at night and spent a
year  in  a  refugee  camp  in  Austria.
Popovici is the founder and former CEO
of 3DGeo Inc.  The company was sold in
2008.  3DGeo grew from two employees
in  Palo  Alto,  California,  to  an
international  corporation  with  offices  in
Houston,  California,  Buenos  Aires  and
Rio  de  Janeiro,  with  representation  in
Beijing and The Hague.  In 2001, 3DGeo
was  recognized  as  one  of  the  Top  100
Innovative Companies by InfoWorld.  The
company won the Hart E&P Meritorious
Award for Engineering Innovation in 2007
and the IEEE Spectrum Technology award
in  2008.   Dr.  Popovici's  industry
experience  includes  work  in  the  seismic
processing  research  department  for
Halliburton  Geophysical  Services  in
Dallas and Houston, and EM acquisition
and  processing  contracts  with  the
University of Bucharest, Romania.  
He has more than ten patents in the field,
over  100  publications  in  conference
proceedings,  books,  trade  journals,  and
research reports and has given numerous
invited talks at conferences, geophysical
associations, and geophysical workshops.
He  has  been  a  memberof  the  SEG
Research Committee, served as Associate
Editor  (Seismic  Migration)  for
Geophysics,  and  is  past  Chairman  and
founding board member of Geoscientists
Without  Borders,  an  SEG  Foundation
program  that  funds  humanitarian
applications  of  geophysics  around  the
world.  He served on the SEG Board in
2017-2019 as Vice-President and was the
2017  SEG  Houston  Technical  Program
Chairman.

Popovici is active in the community; he
was president of Casa Romana
Continued on Page 6

Kurang Mehta continued from Page 1

delivery of  commitments,  and willing to
support  colleagues  while  working  in  a
team towards  a  common goal.  He  is  an
active SEG member since 2003 and has
been publishing and (recently) reviewing
articles  for  “Geophysics”  and  “The
Leading  Edge”  since  he  was  a  graduate
student  (2004).  In  terms  of  the  IMAGE
technical program committee, he has been
the  focal  point  for  the  “Time-Lapse
seismic” section since 2020. To build on
his  association  with  the  SEG,  he  is
currently  a  guest  editor  for  the  TLE
special  section  on  Carbon  Management
(Nov  2023),  and  the  chair  of  CUSP
(Committee  of  University  and  Students
Program), which is a great leadership role
for  him  to  grow  the  association  of
geophysics students with the SEG.
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Afolabi Babalola continued from page 2

school students in Nigeria and Houston,
US. He also serves on the board of the
McReynolds Middle School Engineering
and  Public  Policy  Institute  -  Houston,
Texas.

Afolabi is married to Moni and has three
children - two boys and a girl. He enjoys
spending  time  with  his  family  and
participating  in  outdoor  activities  in  his
free time.

Monica Iglesias Lippe continued from page 2

worked at CGG, starting a new challenge
marketing  their  software  products  and
services.  Monica  is  now  the  Global
Marketing  Manager  at  GeoSoftware,
where she advises the company on best
practices  and  strategies  in  marketing
communication. 

Monica  has  participated  in  numerous
GSH symposiums and meetings over the
years  and  is  eager  to  spread  greater
awareness of the GSH community and its
mission. In her free time, Monica enjoys
reading,  traveling,  playing with her two
dogs,  and  attending  country  music
concerts with her husband, Derrick.

Troy Hawkes continued from page 2

Processing  Suite.  Prior  to  his  role
atChevron, he enjoyed a 16-year career at
Schlumberger  where  he  was  hired  in
Geco-Prakla,  which  later  became
WesternGeco. His roles there ranged from
Transition  Zone  seismic  acquisition  QC
Geophysicists,  Multi-client  3D  seismic
data  processing  and  a  microseismic
geophysicists  working  within  the
StimMap  organization  for  hydraulic
fracture  monitoring.  In  addition  to  his
Earth  Science  experiences,  Troy  has
always maintained a recruiting volunteer
within the company and currently is the
Recruiting  Team  Lead  for  the  Earth
Sciences  and  Veterans  Ambassador  at
The  University  of  Texas  at  Austin.  In
addition  to  university  recruiting
activities,  Troy  facilitates  the  Chevron
booth at SEG/IMAGE Annual Meetings.
Troy is also a 21-year Air Force Senior
Non-Commissioned  Officer  Combat
Veteran.

Arpita Pal Bathija continued from Page 2

M.S. at Stanford University in 2000. She
also  received  her  M.S.  and  B.S.  in
Exploration Geophysics in 1996 from IIT
Kharagpur,  India.  She  is  an  editorial
board member of  the SEG journal  “The
Leading  Edge”  since  2020.  She  has
served on many committees in SEG and
SPE professional societies. Most recently,
she is serving in the Rock Physics Special
Interest  Group  of  GSH,  providing  a
platform  for  networking  of  rock
physicists. 
She enjoys immersing herself in creative
hobbies  like  painting,  beading,  knitting,
and crocheting. Gardening, travelling, and
watching  movies  are  also  her  favorite
pastimes with friends and family. 

Sara Tirado continued from page 2

Geophysics at University of Oklahoma in
2004,  completing her  BSc in Petroleum
Geophysics there in 2002.

When not working or teaching Sara may
be at her son's school helping out at the
school store, enjoying her ceramic pottery
hobby, or sitting at home with her cats.

Liza Yellott continued from Page 3

highest fundraising year in the history of
the GSH and this process is still in place
today.

With Liza’s unique background in IT and
Marketing, she has married these skills to
become a successful digital marketer and
currently  holds  the  position  as  Global
Growth  Marketing  Manager  for  Ikon
Science,  responsible  for  developing  the
strategic  marketing  plan  and  directing
marketing  operations  including  the
management  of  digital  marketing,
processes, organic growth, account-based
marketing,  web  development,  and
analytics/reporting to the BOD.

Since becoming a member and volunteer
for the GSH in 2012, Liza’s contributions
have  been  instrumental  in  the  overall
progression  of  the  society,  and  she  is
known  for  her  ability  to  bring  people
together  and be a  change agent.  In  the
role of Communications Director, Liza is
committed to understanding the needs of
the  GSH  board,  employees,  volunteers,
and members and has the knowledge and
experience  to  implement  the  right
processes, training, and technical support
necessary  to  streamline  all
communication  channels  to  effectively
grow membership, event attendance, and
overall enhance the experience of all that
are involved in the Society.

Kenneth Mohn continued from Page 2

whereby  there  is  good  attendance,  great
networking and entertainment.  The result
of good participation in these events is a
source of income for the GSH, which is a
non-profit  organization.   It  would  be  an
honor to serve as 2nd Vice President for
the GSH.

Kenneth was born in  Port  Arthur  Texas.
Kenneth  started  his  career  in  the  oil
industry  while  in  college  working  as  a
Field and Wellsite  Geologist  for  a  small
independent  oil  company  in  East  Texas.
After  graduation  from  College  with  a
Master  of  Science degree in  Geology in
1987, he went to work for TGS Offshore
Geophysical Company  in Houston, Texas.
During  15  years  at  TGS  (TGS-Calibre,
TGS  International,  TGS  -NOPEC)  he
worked  in  various  roles  in  the  Gulf  of
Mexico group and the international group,
working on project databases, then in
Continued on Page 6



Kenneth Mohn continued from Page 5

sales and marketing and the development
of seismic surveys and projects. 

In  2002,  Kenneth  joined  Fugro  Multi
Client Services,  Inc.  and worked for 10
years as Exploration Vice President.  He
started the Multi Client Group in Houston
to  Manage  all  Multi  Client  seismic
business  for  North,  Central  and  South
America.   This  included  seismic  survey
Project  Development,  Project
Management  and  Multi  Client  Sales  of
data  for  our  Region.   Acquisition  and
processing  were  done  using  the  latest
technology available.
After Fugro was sold to CGG in 2013, he
worked for CGG for 3 months.  He then
joined  MultiClient  Geophysical  as
Managing Director and Vice President for
North  and  South  America.   Kenneth
worked for 5 years at MCG.

Page 6

  
In 2018, he started Mohn & Associates in
2019 with  the  purpose  of  working with
other  like-minded  geoscientists  on
projects and consulting to benefit onshore
conventional exploration.  These projects
include  improvements  in  survey  design,
nodal  and  conventional  survey
acquisition,  scouting  of
leases/interpretation  and  processing
services.   Since  inception,  we  have
worked  on  projects  offshore  in  Africa,
Central America and onshore projects in
North America.   Kenneth also holds the
title of President of Prospectiuni U.S.A., a
Romanian seismic company with clients
from North America.   Kenneth also has
ventures,  with  partners,  into  prospect
generation  and  prospect  sales  for  North
America.

Kenneth  is  married  to  Mary  Mohn  and
Kenneth’s  interests  and  hobbies  include
time  with  the  family  and  friends,  then
anything outdoors.  He has 3 children and
5 grandchildren under age 4.   He has 2
kayaks,  a  canoe,  >  fishing  rods  a
Kawasaki  Mule,  a  golf  cart,  some
worthless golf clubs that don’t hit straight
and access to a year round hunting lease.
It is not the inventory, but the quality time
spent  with  family  and  friends  using  the
inventory that really matters. 

Alexander Mihai Popovici continued from 
Page 4

(http://www.casaromana.org), a non-profit
organization  serving  Americans  of
Romanian origin living in the Bay Area.
He was  elected  to  this  position  in  1997
and built the largest Romanian community
center  and  church  on  the  West  Coast.
Casa Romana was dedicated in 1998 by
the  president  of  Romania  Emil
Constantinescu.   At  present  he  is
Honorary Consul of Romania in Houston.
Popovici  is  director  on the board of  the
Romanian  Education  Foundation
(http://www.roed.org),  which  he  co-
founded in 1994, a charitable organization
helping  foreign  students  from
impoverished  families  to  apply  at
American and European universities.  He
is a scuba diving instructor, active fencer
(ranked top ten in the veteran division of
the US),  plays paintball  with one of the
first  established  pro  teams  (The  Wild
Geese,  founded  1985),  practices  karate,
rock climbs, likes to hunt, and is working
on his private pilot license.


